
TM

Addendum to

Screening, Assessment, and Reporting Guide

for Users of 

Scholastic Phonics Inventory v1.3

SAM v1.10.0/SPI v1.3

®

S44_Addendum_Print.indd   1S44_Addendum_Print.indd   1 6/17/10   2:30 PM6/17/10   2:30 PM



S44_Addendum_Print.indd   2S44_Addendum_Print.indd   2 6/17/10   2:30 PM6/17/10   2:30 PM



Addendum to Screening, Assessment, and Reporting Guide for Users of SPI v1.3 1
TM ® & © Scholastic Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Contents

About This Document...................................................................................................... 2

Scholastic Phonics Inventory v1.3................................................................................... 2

Changes to SPI Test Items............................................................................................. 3

The Research Behind SPI v1.3....................................................................................... 4

New Test Accommodations: Accuracy-Only Scoring...................................................... 7

Revised Screening and Placement Report..................................................................... 8

Using SPI to Monitor Progress in System 44....................  .............................................. 10

New Reports and SAM Resources.................................................................................. 11

Summary Progress Report........................................................................................ 12

Student Progress Report........................................................................................... 14

District/School Status Report..................................................................................... 16

District/School Growth Report................................................................................... 18

Introductory Family Letter.......................................................................................... 20

Follow-Up Family Letter............................................................................................. 22

Appendix: Criteria for SPI Decoding Statuses................................................................. 24

S44_Addendum_Print.indd   1S44_Addendum_Print.indd   1 6/17/10   2:30 PM6/17/10   2:30 PM



2 Addendum to Screening, Assessment, and Reporting Guide for Users of SPI v1.3
TM ® & © Scholastic Inc. All Rights Reserved.

About This Document

This document contains revisions and additions to information found in the System 44 
Screening, Assessment, and Reporting Guide (SARG) for customers who install 
Scholastic Phonics Inventory (SPI) v1.3.

This document is also available on the Scholastic Education Product Support Web site 
at: www.scholastic.com/system44/productsupport.

Scholastic Phonics Inventory v1.3

The Scholastic Phonics Inventory (SPI) v1.3 contains three equivalent test forms to 
screen and place students into System 44 and to help monitor their progress at key 
points throughout the program. SPI v1.3 also includes additional reports and resources, 
as well as new test accommodations.
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Changes to SPI Test Items

To develop three test forms, changes were made to the number and types of items 
described on pages 24–26 of the System 44 Screening, Assessment, and Reporting 
Guide (SARG).

Each test form now includes the following number of items:

• Practice Test: 11 items

• Letter Recognition: 11 items

• Sight Word Recognition: 30 items

• Nonsense Word Decoding: 30 items

In addition, the Sight Word Recognition section includes two types of items. In the fi rst 
type, students hear a high-frequency word and must select it from a list of four words, as 
described on page 26 of the SARG. In the second type, students hear a high-frequency 
word and must select the correct spelling from a list of four choices. The following is an 
example of the second item type, for the word gone.
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The Research Behind SPI v1.3

This section replaces pages 27–29 of the System 44 Screening, Assessment, and 
Reporting Guide (SARG). For additional information about SPI research, see 
the Scholastic Phonics Inventory Technical Guide, available online at 
www.scholastic.com/spi/productsupport.

Overview

The Scholastic Phonics Inventory was developed under the guidance of Dr. Marilyn 
Jager Adams, a leader in the fi eld of reading research and instruction, and Dr. Ted 
Hasselbring, a pioneer in the use of technology in education.

Dr. Richard K. Wagner of the Florida Center for Reading Research devised the scoring 
algorithm and evaluated the reliability and validity of SPI. Dr. Wagner’s work is based 
on analyses conducted with 192 ninth graders in the Southwest, 217 fi fth, seventh, and 
ninth graders in the Southeast, and 182 seventh and eighth graders in the Northeast.

Scoring

SPI measures both the accuracy and fl uency of student responses. A response is scored 
as “accurate” if the student selects the correct answer; it is scored as “fl uent” if the 
student selects the correct answer within the established time limit for the item, known 
as the fl uency threshold.

Fluency thresholds were determined empirically for each item by analyzing the 
response times of students known to differ in levels of decoding and word recognition. 
The thresholds were set to optimize differentiation between students with weaknesses 
in decoding and word recognition and those with adequate decoding and word 
recognition skills.

Reliability

Reliability refers to the degree to which an assessment produces consistent scores. Two 
types of reliability were measured for SPI.

Internal consistency reliability refers to the degree to which all items in a test measure 
the same thing. Internal consistency reliability coeffi cients for the three forms of SPI 
range from .85 to .86, the highest possible value being 1.0.

Alternate-form reliability refers to the consistency of scores produced by different test 
forms. Alternate-form immediate reliability coeffi cients for SPI range from .78 to .86.

The magnitude of these results supports both the internal consistency of SPI and the 
equivalence of the three test forms.
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Validity

Validity refers to whether an assessment measures what it claims to measure. Several 
types of validity are relevant to SPI.

• Content Validity: Does the test content represent the scope of knowledge or 
skills being measured?

• Construct Validity: Does the test measure the theoretical construct it is 
supposed to measure?

• Criterion-Related Validity: Does the test predict the behavior or performance it 
is intended to predict?

Content Validity

SPI assesses three foundational reading skills. The items in each test form represent 
the scope of these skills.

• Letter Recognition: All 26 letters of the alphabet are represented, either 
as targets (correct answers) or distractors (incorrect answer choices). Only 
lowercase letters are used, as they are generally considered more challenging 
than uppercase letters and more appropriate for assessing older readers.

• Sight Word Reading: In some items, the targets come from the fi rst 300 words 
on the Dolch and Fry word lists and the distractors are common words that look 
similar to the target. In other items, the targets come from the fi rst 5,000 words 
in the American Heritage Word Frequency Book—a comprehensive list of words 
found in grade school texts—and the distractors are misspellings of the target.

• Decoding: All answer choices are nonwords that follow the conventions of 
English. The items represent the breadth of spelling patterns taught in most 
phonics programs and align to the System 44 scope and sequence. Targets 
and distractors work together to assess individual sound-spellings and require 
students to attend to differences among spelling patterns. The items were 
carefully generated to avoid proper nouns, Spanish words, nonwords that sound 
like real words, and items that may be diffi cult for speakers of certain dialects, 
including African American Vernacular English, to distinguish phonologically.

Throughout the development process, all items were reviewed by an esteemed group of 
reading and assessment experts, and replacements were made as necessary to ensure 
content validity.
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Construct Validity

SPI was examined for construct validity by evaluating whether the test effectively 
distinguishes between students who are known to differ in levels of decoding and 
word recognition.

To accomplish this, Dr. Wagner compared differences in SPI performance to 
differences in performance on comparable measures—the Sight Word Effi ciency and 
Phonetic Decoding Effi ciency subtests of the Test of Word Reading Effi ciency (TOWRE) 
and the Letter-Word Identifi cation and Word Attack subtests of the Woodcock-Johnson 
III Tests of Achievement—for a group of students identifi ed as poor decoders and a 
group of students identifi ed as adequate decoders.

The two groups of students were found to differ substantially and signifi cantly on all three 
forms of SPI. Moreover, the magnitude of these differences exceeded those of both the 
TOWRE and the Woodcock-Johnson.

Criterion-Related Validity

To examine the criterion-related validity of SPI, students’ SPI fl uency scores were 
correlated to their scores on the TOWRE and the Woodcock-Johnson. Correlations 
ranged from .50, which is acceptable, to .85, indicating that SPI is as effective as 
comparable measures at determining a student’s level of decoding and word reading 
profi ciency.
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New Test Accommodations: Accuracy-Only Scoring

SPI v1.3 offers accuracy-only scoring for students who are unable to manipulate a 
mouse effi ciently due to motor impairments or other issues. Teachers can enable this 
feature for individual students in the Scholastic Achievement Manager (SAM). For 
instructions, see SAM Settings and Reports for Scholastic Phonics Inventory v1.3, 
available online at www.scholastic.com/spi/productsupport.

About Accuracy-Only Scoring

SPI measures both the accuracy and fl uency, or speed, of student responses. This 
facilitates identifi cation of students who lack decoding and word recognition skills, as well 
as those who possess certain skills but cannot apply them effi ciently enough to support 
comprehension. Students must respond correctly within a given time limit to earn credit 
for each item.

Students who are unable to manipulate a mouse effi ciently due to motor impairments 
or other issues require special administration of the test so that response time does not 
adversely affect their scores. You may activate accuracy-only scoring to allow a student’s 
score to be based only on the accuracy of his or her responses. The number and types 
of test items remain the same. Depending on how diffi cult it is for the student to move a 
mouse, you may choose to have an assistant do this for him or her.

The decision to use accuracy-only scoring should be made by the student’s teacher 
or someone who is knowledgeable of the student’s ability to manipulate a mouse. 
Note that scores based on accuracy alone are not as predictive as those based 
on accuracy and fl uency. Enable this feature only when a student is unable to 
manipulate a mouse effi ciently.

For details about the reliability and validity of accuracy-based scores, see the 
Scholastic Phonics Inventory Technical Guide, available online at www.scholastic.com/
spi/productsupport.
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Revised Screening and Placement Report

The revised Screening and Placement Report replaces the report found on pages 30 
and 66–67 of the System 44 Screening, Assessment, and Reporting Guide (SARG).

Purpose: This report details the performance of a class or group of students on the 
SPI placement test.

Follow-Up: Use SPI results and other evaluation data to place each student into an 
appropriate intervention. Pre- and Beginning Decoders are recommended for Series 1 
of System 44, Developing Decoders are recommended for Series 4 of System 44, and 
Advancing Decoders are recommended for READ 180.

a
n
e

DIAGNOSTIC 

1

2

3 4 5

ScreenPlaceReport.indd   1 7/13/09   4:01:49 PM
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Understanding the Data
1. Date of SPI Placement Test: The date of each student’s fi rst SPI test. 
2. % Accurate and Fluent on SPI Subtests: The percentage of items in each 

subtest answered correctly (accuracy) and within the given time limit (fl uency). 
Only accuracy is assessed for the Letter Names subtest.

3. SPI Fluency Score: The total number of fl uent responses in the Sight Words 
and Nonsense Words subtests, out of 60 items. Note: If accuracy-only scoring 
has been selected for a student who requires accommodations, this is the total 
number of accurate responses in these subtests.

4. SPI Decoding Status: A criterion-referenced indicator of each student’s 
foundational reading skills. For a full description of each Decoding Status, see 
page 24 of this document.

• Pre-Decoder: A student with little or no knowledge of letter names or 
letter-sound correspondences. This student will place into Series 1 of the 
System 44 software and likely needs supplemental Phonemic Awareness 
and Alphabet Recognition instruction from the System 44 Teaching Guide.

• Beginning Decoder: A student who can identify letter names but cannot 
decode fl uently. This student will place into Series 1 of the System 44 
software and may need supplemental Phonemic Awareness and Alphabet 
Recognition instruction from the System 44 Teaching Guide.

• Developing Decoder: A student who can fl uently decode words with 
consonants and short vowels but cannot fl uently decode more complex 
words. This student will place into Series 4 of the System 44 software. 
Fast-Track assessments allow for placement beyond Series 4.

• Advancing Decoder: A student who can decode with adequate fl uency. 
This student will place into READ 180.

5. SRI Score (Lexile): Each student’s most recent score on the Scholastic 
Reading Inventory, if available in SAM.

Using the Data
Who: Teachers and Administrators

When: Run this report following the initial administration of SPI.

How: Use the information in this report to:

• Screen students into the System 44 program.
• Determine if a decoding problem is impacting reading comprehension as 

measured by the SRI.
• Provide differentiated placement for students within the System 44 instruction.

Time Period Settings
This report displays the results of each student’s fi rst SPI test within the current 
school year.

Related Report
Run the following report for more information on students’ placement and early 
performance in System 44:

• Student Software Performance Report (SARG, p. 68)
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Using SPI to Monitor Progress in System 44

In addition to screening and placing students into System 44, SPI may now be used to 
help teachers and administrators monitor student progress at key points throughout the 
program. SPI v1.3 contains three equivalent test forms. Each time a student logs on to 
take a test, the software delivers a new form.

Once you have identifi ed students for System 44 and placed them into the program, 
administer SPI at the middle and end of the school year to reassess their foundational 
reading skills. Use the results of these tests in conjunction with the other progress 
monitoring and summative assessment measures in System 44 to:

• Monitor student response to intervention.

• Track student development of critical reading skills.

• 

• Evaluate student readiness to exit System 44.

Note: It is recommended that SPI be administered a maximum of three times per year. 
More frequent testing is unlikely to show meaningful growth and may skew results by 
making students overly familiar with the content and format of the test. Use the following 
reports, described in the System 44 Screening, Assessment, and Reporting Guide 
(SARG), for more frequent progress monitoring:

• Student Software Performance Report (SARG, p. 68)

• Reading Progress Report (SARG, p. 70)

• Response to Intervention Report (SARG, p. 72)

• Student Mastery Report (SARG, p. 76)
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New Reports and SAM Resources

SPI v1.3 includes new reports and SAM resources to help teachers and administrators 
monitor student progress on SPI and communicate with parents and caregivers.

Teacher Reports

Two new reports detail student performance on subsequent administrations of SPI. 
Teachers can run these reports to review performance data for a class, a group, or an 
individual student.

• Summary Progress Report (p. 12 of this document)

• Student Progress Report (p. 14 of this document)

Administrator Reports

Two new reports designed specifi cally for school- and district-level administrators 
provide aggregated SPI performance data by district, school, grade, class, or group.

• District/School Status Report (p. 16 of this document)

• District/School Growth Report (p. 18 of this document)

SAM Resources

Two new SAM resources make it easy for teachers to communicate to parents or 
caregivers that their child will take an SPI test and to share results after each test 
administration.

• Introductory Family Letter (p. 20 of this document)

• Follow-Up Family Letter (p. 22 of this document)
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Summary Progress Report

Purpose: This report shows changes in performance and progress on SPI over time 
for a class or group of students.

Follow-Up: Use SPI results and other evaluation data to monitor student response to 
intervention and inform grouping.

1 2 3

PROGRESS 
MONITORING

SummaryProgressReport.indd   1 7/13/09   4:02:24 PM
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Understanding the Data
1. Test Date: The date of each SPI test administration. 
2. SPI Fluency Score: The total number of fl uent responses in the Sight Words 

and Nonsense Words subtests, out of 60 items. Note: If accuracy-only scoring 
has been selected for a student who requires accommodations, this is the total 
number of accurate responses in these subtests.

3. SPI Decoding Status: A criterion-referenced indicator of each student’s 
foundational reading skills. For a full description of each Decoding Status, see 
page 24 of this document.

• Pre-Decoder: A student with little or no knowledge of letter names or 
letter-sound correspondences.

• Beginning Decoder: A student who can identify letter names but cannot 
decode fl uently.

• Developing Decoder: A student who can fl uently decode words with 
consonants and short vowels but cannot fl uently decode more complex 
words.

• Advancing Decoder: A student who can decode with adequate fl uency.

Using the Data
Who: Teachers and Administrators

When: Run this report after each subsequent administration of SPI.

How: Use the information in this report to:

• Assess growth over time for your class or groups of students.
• Inform grouping for differentiated instruction.
• Evaluate the effectiveness of instruction.

Time Period Settings
This report displays the results of the last three SPI tests within the selected time period. 
To view a particular test administration, adjust the time period accordingly.

Related Reports
Run the following reports for more information about the progress of your class or groups 
of students in System 44:

• Reading Progress Report (SARG, p. 70)
• Response to Intervention Report (SARG, p. 72)
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Student Progress Report

Purpose: This report shows detailed performance data and progress on SPI over time 
for an individual student.

Follow-Up: Use SPI results and other evaluation data to monitor student progress and 
customize instructional plans.

1

2

3 4

PROGRESS 
MONITORING

StudentProgressReport.indd   1 7/13/09   4:02:08 PM
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Understanding the Data
1. Test Date: The date of each SPI test administration.
2. Percent Accurate and Fluent on SPI Subtests: The percentage of items 

in each subtest answered correctly (accuracy) and within the given time limit 
(fl uency). Only accuracy is assessed for the Letter Names subtest.

3. SPI Fluency Score: The total number of fl uent responses in the Sight Words 
and Nonsense Words subtests, out of 60 items. Note: If accuracy-only scoring 
has been selected for a student who requires accommodations, this is the total 
number of accurate responses in these subtests.

4. SPI Decoding Status: A criterion-referenced indicator of each student’s 
foundational reading skills. For a full description of each Decoding Status, see 
page 24 of this document.

• Pre-Decoder: A student with little or no knowledge of letter names or 
letter-sound correspondences.

• Beginning Decoder: A student who can identify letter names but cannot 
decode fl uently.

• Developing Decoder: A student who can fl uently decode words with 
consonants and short vowels but cannot fl uently decode more complex 
words.

• Advancing Decoder: A student who can decode with adequate fl uency.

Using the Data
Who: Teachers and Administrators

When: Run this report after each administration of SPI.

How: Use the information in this report to:

• Monitor student development of foundational reading skills.
• Assess student response to intervention.
• Share performance results with students and parents.

Time Period Settings
This report displays the results of all SPI tests taken by the student within the selected 
time period.

Related Reports
Run the following reports for more information about individual student performance in 
System 44:

• Student Software Performance Report (SARG, p. 68)
• Student Mastery Report (SARG, p. 76)
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District/School Status Report

Purpose: This report allows administrators to review student performance on SPI on a 
district- or school-wide basis.

Follow-Up: Evaluate the need for reading intervention and allocate resources 
accordingly. Pre-, Beginning, and Developing Decoders are candidates for System 44; 
Advancing Decoders are candidates for READ 180.

MANAGEMENT

1 2 3

DistSchoolStatusReport.indd   1 7/13/09   2:49:32 PM
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Understanding the Data
1. SPI Decoding Status: Students are placed into one of three groups based 

on SPI performance: Pre- or Beginning Decoder, Developing Decoder, and 
Advancing Decoder. For a description of each Decoding Status, see page 24 
of this document.

2. Students: The number of students in each group.
3. Percentage of Students: The percentage of students in each group.

Using the Data
Who: School- and District-level Administrators

When: Run this report at the beginning of the school year, following the initial 
administration of SPI.

How: You can use the information in this report in the following ways:

• Curriculum Planning Identify instructional programs to meet the needs of 
students in each group.

• Resource Allocation Ensure that resources are allocated properly to address 
students’ needs.

• Teacher Conferencing Follow up with principals or teachers to discuss ways to 
meet the needs of their students.

Time Period Settings
The information in this report is based on the last SPI test taken within the selected time 
period. To view a particular test administration, adjust the time period accordingly.

Related Report
Run the following report to view detailed performance data on the SPI placement test for 
a group of students:

• Screening and Placement Report (p. 8 of this document)
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District/School Growth Report

Purpose: This report shows changes in student performance and progress on SPI over 
time by district, school, or class.

Follow-Up: Identify groups that are not showing adequate growth and may require 
additional support or resources.

PROGRESS
MONITORING

1
2 3

DistSchoolGrowthReport.indd   1 7/13/09   2:49:14 PM
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Understanding the Data
1. SPI Decoding Status: Students are placed into one of three groups based 

on SPI performance: Pre- or Beginning Decoder, Developing Decoder, and 
Advancing Decoder. For a description of each Decoding Status, see page 24 of 
this document.

2. First Test in Time Period: The number and percentage of students in each 
group for the fi rst SPI test in the selected time period.

3. Last Test in Time Period: The number and percentage of students in each 
group for the last SPI test in the selected time period.

Using the Data
Who: School- and District-level Administrators

When: Run this report at the middle and end of the school year, after subsequent 
administrations of SPI.

How: You can use the information in this report in the following ways:

• Conference With Teachers Follow up with principals or teachers to discuss 
ways to meet the needs of their students.

• Share Successes If students in a particular school or class are performing 
especially well, explore the instructional strategies being used and share them 
with other teachers.

• Reallocate Resources Redistribute resources, if necessary, to address 
changing student needs.

Time Period Settings
The information in this report is based on the fi rst and last SPI test taken within the 
selected time period. Be sure to choose a time period that spans at least two test dates.

Related Reports
Run the following reports for detailed information about the progress of individual groups 
or students on SPI:

• Summary Progress Report (p. 12 of this document)
• Student Progress Report (p. 14 of this document)
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Introductory Family Letter

Purpose: Send this letter home prior to administering SPI to inform parents or 
caregivers that their child will take an SPI test. Notifying parents and caregivers fosters 
the school-to-home connection and allows them to support their child’s efforts. (Note: A 
Spanish translation of the letter is also available.)

STUDENT: 

School: 

Teacher:

Date:

Dear Parent or Caregiver:

On                  , your child will complete the Scholastic Phonics Inventory (SPI), 
a test of basic reading skills. SPI will determine whether your child would benefi t from 
instruction in foundational reading skills to support his or her reading comprehension. 
The results of the test will help us design an instructional program that matches your 
child’s needs.

SPI is a brief test that is usually completed in about ten minutes. Students take the test 
independently on a computer. SPI measures whether students can identify individual 
letters and words accurately and quickly. These skills are essential building blocks for 
reading development.

Please make sure that your child comes to school ready to take SPI on the day of the 
test. Remind your child that the purpose of the test is to design an instructional path to 
support his or her reading achievement.

Once testing is complete, I will send home a letter with your child’s results. In the 
meantime, please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

TM
 &

 ©
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ll 
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d.

1_SPI_EG_IntroFamilyLetterEnglish   1 7/9/09   2:22:57 PM

SCHOOL-
TO-HOME

IntroFamilyLetter.indd   1 7/13/09   4:00:38 PM

      

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: SPI Letter 1

SAM1.indd   1 7/13/09   4:01:10 PM
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Using the SAM Resource
Who: Families

When: Use this resource prior to administering SPI.

How: To prepare the Introductory Family Letter:

• Print the resource (SAM Keyword: SPI Letter 1) and make copies for each 
student. The resource contains both an English and a Spanish version of 
the letter.

• Fill in the fi elds at the top of the page, enter the test date in the body of the 
letter, and sign your name at the bottom.

• Send the letter home to parents or caregivers.
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Follow-Up Family Letter

Purpose: Send this letter home after each test administration to inform parents or 
caregivers of their child’s performance. (Note: A Spanish translation of the letter is 
also available.)

Follow-Up: Review student performance and progress during family-teacher 
conferences. Discuss ways that parents and caregivers can support their child’s 
reading development at home.

STUDENT: 

School: 

Teacher:

Date:

Dear Parent or Caregiver:

Your child has completed the Scholastic Phonics Inventory (SPI), a test of basic reading skills. 
SPI measures whether students can identify individual letters and words accurately and quickly. 
These skills are essential to reading development because they support comprehension.

SPI results identify a student’s level of foundational reading skills as one of the following:

Pre-Decoder•  A student who has little or no familiarity with letters or the sounds they stand for.

Beginning Decoder•  A student who can identify letters but cannot sound out or read 
words fl uently (i.e., accurately and quickly).

Developing Decoder•  A student who can sound out and read some words fl uently but 
not others.

Advancing Decoder•  A student who can sound out and read words fl uently.

Below are the results of your child’s test.

Test Date:

Decoding Status:

Comments:

I am using the results of this test to provide your child with instruction in the skills he or she 
needs to become a profi cient reader.

Here are some ways you can support your child’s reading development at home:

The Daily Read•  Make reading a daily activity by reading to or with your child for 20 minutes 
each day.

Fast and Fun Reads•  Use magazines, newspapers, comic books, recipes, TV schedules, 
travel guides, and road signs as reading opportunities—wherever you are and whatever you 
and your child are doing.

The Movie or the Book•  Rent videos or DVDs on topics that interest your child. Help your 
child fi nd books on similar topics.

Read and Ride•  Listen to books on tape or CD while traveling by car, or bring a personal 
player with headphones for your child to listen to books on a bus, train, or plane.

Read and Chat•  Talk with your child about what he or she is reading. Ask questions about 
the characters and events in the story.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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Resource Links

SAM Keyword: SPI Letter 2
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Using the SAM Resource
Who: Families

When: Use this resource after each test administration.

How: To prepare the Follow-Up Family Letter:

• Print the resource (SAM Keyword: SPI Letter 2) and make copies for each 
student. The resource contains both an English and a Spanish version of 
the letter.

• Fill in the fi elds at the top of the page.
• Using either the Screening and Placement Report or the Summary Progress 

Report (see pages 8 and 12 of this document, respectively), enter the 
student’s most recent test date and SPI Decoding Status in the chart in the 
body of the letter.

• Send the letter home to parents or caregivers.
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Appendix: Criteria for SPI Decoding Statuses

SPI is a criterion-referenced test. Criterion-referenced results indicate student 
performance in relation to an established set of skills.

SPI reports describe students’ foundational reading skills in terms of four levels of 
Decoding Status. Results are based on the accuracy of student responses in the Letter 
Names subtest, and both the accuracy and fl uency (i.e., speed) of student responses in 
the Sight Words and Nonsense Words subtests. To receive credit for a fl uent response, 
students must select the correct answer within a given time limit. Response time cut-
offs differ by item, based on research conducted with students known to differ in levels 
of decoding and word recognition. For details of the study, see the Scholastic Phonics 
Inventory Technical Guide, available online at www.scholastic.com/spi/productsupport.

The chart below details the criteria used to establish each Decoding Status for both the 
fl uency- and accuracy-based versions of the test. Note that scores based on accuracy 
alone are not as predictive as those based on accuracy and fl uency and should 
only be used when students require test accommodations because they are 
unable to manipulate a mouse effi ciently.

DECODING 
STATUS

DESCRIPTION
GENERAL 
CRITERIA

CRITERIA FOR 
ACCURACY-ONLY 

SCORING

Pre-Decoder A student with little or 
no knowledge of letter 
names or letter-sound 
correspondences.

• SPI Fluency Score: 0–10

• Letter Names: less than 
70% accuracy

• Nonsense Words: less 
than 50% accuracy 
on items that assess 
consonants and short 
vowels

• Accuracy Score: 0–45

• Letter Names: less than 
70% accuracy

• Nonsense Words: less 
than 50% accuracy 
on items that assess 
consonants and short 
vowels

Beginning 
Decoder

A student who can 
identify letter names but 
cannot decode fl uently.

• SPI Fluency Score: 0–10

• Letter Names: at least 
70% accuracy

• Nonsense Words: at least 
50% accuracy on items 
that assess consonants 
and short vowels

• Accuracy Score: 0–45

• Letter Names: at least 
70% accuracy

• Nonsense Words: at least 
50% accuracy on items 
that assess consonants 
and short vowels

Developing 
Decoder

A student who can 
fl uently decode words 
with consonants and 
short vowels but cannot 
fl uently decode more 
complex words.

• SPI Fluency Score: 11–22 • Accuracy Score: 46–49

Advancing 
Decoder

A student who can decode 
with adequate fl uency.

• SPI Fluency Score: 23–60 • Accuracy Score: 50–60

Note: The above criteria are based on data collected to date and may be updated based on future research.
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